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Annual  Report,  1949 

DARLINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  duty  and  privelege  to  present  to  you  the  68th 
annual  report  upon  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  your  district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1949. 

The  vital  statistics  indicate  that  the  general  level  of 
health  in  your  district  compared  favourably  with  the  health 
of  the  country  as  a whole. 

It  is  noted  that  there  was  a slight  increase  in  the  birth 
rate.  The  general  death  rate,  although  slightly  higher  than 
last  year,  was  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales.  Heart 
disease  continued  to  head  the  list  of  causes  of  death,  account- 
ing for  more  than  one  third  of  the  deaths.  Cancer  came 
second  and  accounted  for  aproximately  15%  of  the  deaths. 
The  third  largest  cause  of  death  was  Intra-cranial  Vascular 
lesions. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  somewhat  higher  than 
the  rate  for  1948.  There  was  one  more  death  than  in  the 
previous  year.  Four  out  of  the  total  of  seven  deaths  were 
neo-natal. 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  as  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
accounted  for  by  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  of  measles. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  there  were  no  notifications 
of  Polio-myelitis,  Food  Poisoning,  Typhoid  or  Dysentery. 

Considering  the  rural  nature  of  your  district  it  is  as  a 
whole  well  served  by  public  water  mains.  It  is  noted  that 
schemes  are  under  consideration  for  dealing  with  the  small 
parts  of  your  area  requiring  attention  in  this  connection. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  was  litte  progress  in  the 
preparation  of  the  schemes  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  dis- 
posal but  I appreciate  the  difficulties. 

I wish  to  express  to  the  Council  my  appreciation  of  their 
continued  support  and  to  express  my  gra:teful  thanhs  to 
the  Clerk  to  the  Council,  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  to  his  staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation 
throughout  the  year. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  W.  RODGERS, 

M.B.,  CH.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  AND  STAFF  OF  THE 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ..  M.  W.  Rodgers,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Sur-  J.  D.  Collins, 

veyor ' Certified  Meat  and  Food 

Inspector. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  J.  Fall,  A.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 

Certified  Meat  and  Food 
Inspector. 

Building  Inspector  ...  A.  G.  Oxborough  (Appointed 

15/8/49). 

Engineering  Assistants  ...  J.  Cuthbertson. 

E.  Steele. 


Chief  Clerk  and 
Assistant 


General 

F.  H.  Hurworth. 


Pupil  Assistant 


J.  Clough. 


Shorthand  Typists 


Mrs.  P.  Lampbell. 
Miss  M.  H.  Harrison. 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  Rural  District  in  Acres 45,064 

Resident  Population  10,270 

Total  Population  11,460 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (including  15 

Sqatters  and  80  Married  Quarters) 2,970 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

at  1st  August,  1949  £345/T/5d. 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1949  £82,817 


Social  Conditions  and  Employment. 

The  area  is  primarily  an  agricultural  one,  with  scattered 
sand  and  gravel  quarries.  In  the  Northern  part  of  the 
district  a Trading  Estate  is  established  and  a new  town  is 
being  built.  A Royal  Air  Force  School  is  stationed  at  Goose- 
pool  Aerodrome  and  new  Brickworks  are  operating  at 
Hurworth  and  Neasham. 

Newton  Ay  cliff  e. 

Shortage  of  building  and  civil  engineering  labour,  due 
particularly  to  the  isolated  situation  of  the  New  Town  has 
still  been  the  greatest  obstacle  against  quick  progress  in 
carrying  out  this  development.  Priority  in  the  tenancy  of 
certain  of  the  houses  is  to  be  given  to  building  and  civil 
engineering  craftsmen  and  consideration  is  to  be  given  to  the 
erection  of  hostels  for  single  persons  to  be  used  temporarily 
for  the  housing  of  building  trade  workmen  with  a view  to 
increasing  progress. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  population  of  the  designated 
area  was  approximately  232  and  the  total  number  of  houses 
completed  was  43. 

Apart  from  the  Aycliffe  Corporation  staff  of  31,  includ 
ing  management  and  finance  establishment,  architects  and 
engineers,  the  following  outside  firms  of  Architects  have 
been  engaged  to  speed  up  the  housing  programme: — 

(a)  Grenfell  Baines  Group. 

Xb)  Messrs.  Tasker  and  Austin  Ltd. 

(c)  Messrs.  Neasham  and  Thorp. 

(d)  Messrs.  N.  Robson  and  Son. 
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The  main  outfall  sewer  and  surface  water  drainage 
works  for  carrying  sewage  from  the  site  to  the  sewage  works 
''t  Aycliffe  Trading  Estate  and  surface  water  to  the  River 
Skerne  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £70,000  is  now  nearing 
completion  and  further  extensions  to  the  main  sewerage 
system  costing  approximately  £17,000  have  been  let. 

Con-.truction  of  roads  and  sewers  on  the  Bungalow 
Si’C  (41  houses)  and  Clarence  Farm  East  Site  (135  houses) 
are  nearing  completion  and  similar  works  have  commenced 
on  Clarence  Farm  West  (123  houses). 

Discussions  are  still  taking  place  regarding  the  site  etc. 
for  a Railway  Station  and  Health  Centre  and  Secondary 
Modern  School  and  Secondary  Grammar  School  (to  be  built 
in  the  “ Campus  ” principal). 

A scheme  has  been  drawn  up  for  District  Heating 
including  external  and  internal  installation  to  houses  at  a 
total  estimated  cost  of  £622,300.  A District  Heating  Bill 
with  petition  has  been  lodged  in  the  Committees  private  Bill 
Office  of  the  House  of  Commons  (26th  November,  1949). 

Work  is  still  proceeding  on  the  erection  of  Orlit  and 
Unity  Houses,  and  Schindler-Gohner-Flats,  mentioned  in  last 
year’s  report,  and  several  Orlit  and  Unity  Houses  are  com- 
pleted and  occupied.  The  houses  are  being  let  at  an 
inclusive  rent  of  25/-  per  week.  A start  has  been  made  on 
the  alterations  to  farm  buildings  to  form  temporary  shops 
(a  General  Dealers,  Tobacconists  and  Newsagents). 

A fully  qualified  Horticultural  Officer  has  been 
appointed  to  ,'take  charge  of  layout  of  gardens,  open  spaces 
and  ■'’-'nd  breaks  and  a tree,  shrub  and  plant  nursery  is  to  be 
established  to  serve  the  need. 

The  Clarence  Farm  Pioneer  Community  Association 
established  early  in  the  year  is  to  convert  farm  out  buildings 
to  a Community  Centre.  A branch  of  the  County  Library 
has  been  opened  in  one  of  the  recently  completed  houses  and 
although  only  temporary,  serves  an  urgent  need. 

Aycliffe  Trading  Estate. 

During  the  year  the  total  employed  was  about  3,800,  a 
slight  increase  on  last  years  figure  of  3,400.  This  number 
included  650  personel  employed  by  non-industrial  firms. 
Government  Departments,  Banks,  Police,  etc.  Of  the  total 
2,350  are  male  and  1,450  female.  The  proportion  of  male  to 
female  is  high  in  view  of  the  preponderance  of  light  industry 
on  the  Estate. 
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The  total  number  of  lettings  for  factories,  stores  etc  at 
31st  December,  1949,  was  77  including  8 premises  let  to 
various  Government  Departments. 

The  Estate  Company  have  completed  the  installation  of 
individual  boiler  plants  for  all  .these  tenants  and  are  now- 
proceeding  with  the  widening  of  main  roads  on  the  estate. 


No.  2 Air  Navigation  School,  Middletcn-St.-George. 

‘ In  connection  with  the  Aerodrome  at  Goosepool,  the 
position  on  December  311st .was  as  follows: — 


Houses  completed  and 
occupied. 

66  permanent  Airmens 
married  quarters. 

2 permanent  Officers 
married  quarters. 

12  temporary  Officers 
married  quarters. 


Number  of  liouses  in  course 
of  erection. 

20  permanent  Airmens 
married  quarters. 

8 permanent  Officers 
married  quarters. 


Employment. 

Employment  in  the  area  remains  at  a high  level.  There 
are  a number  of  unemployed  persons  but  these  are  mainly 
people  in  the  higher  age  group,  a few  married  women  whose 
available  hours  of  work  are  limited  by  home  duties  and 
registered  disabled  persons.  It  is  difficult  to  find  employ- 
ment for  these  because  of  their  limitation.  Work  people 
who  are  available  for  normal  work  are  readily  placed  in 
employment.  Agricultural  Workers  are  fully  employed. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births  and  Birth  Rate. 

The  number  of  live  births  in  the  district  was  186  as 
against  174  in  the  previous  year. 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  98  81  179 

Illegitimate  5 2 7 

186 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population — 
18.1. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16.7, 
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Still  Births. 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  5’  2 7 

Illegitimate  — — — 

• 7 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population — 

0.68. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion for  England  and  Wales  was  0.39. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  birth  (live  and  still) 
—36.27. 

The  total  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population 
is  18.8. 


Maternal  Mortality. 

Nil. 


Infantile  Mortality. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 

year — 7. 
Male  * 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

4 

.2 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

• 

7 

Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births — 33.52. 

Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births — 142.86. 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  under  1 year  per  1,000  live 
births — 37.6. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales — 32. 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 

Male  Female  Total 

48  50  98 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population — 9.5. 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 11.7. 
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Table  Showing  Causes  of  Death. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Cancer 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Disease 

' Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

Diarrhoea — under  2 years  

Appendicitis  

Other  digestive  diseases  

Nephritis 

Premature  Birth  

Congenital  malformation,  birth 

injuries,  inf.  diseases  

Suicide  

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

Other  violent  causes  

All  other  causes  


Male 

2 

8 

5 

18 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 


1 


Female 

2 

1 . 

7 

5 

16 

3 

2 

2 

1 


1 

2 

1 


3 1 

1 

1 2 

1 

1 . 2 


48  - 50 


Cancer. 

The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  from  cancer  in  age 
groups  and  localisation. 


Localisation  Age  in  years. 

1 OX  I oci  'AX  I Ad  ax  \ aa  ^x 


j 1-25 

26^5 

1 46-65 

1 66-75 

76  upw’ds 

1 Totals 

Lungs  .... 

1 

_ 

1 1 

Stomach 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Bowels 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

! 4 

Breast 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

' 2 

Gall  Bladder  .... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Liver  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Bladder 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Tongue  .... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Other  sites 

1 

''  ' 

1 

Totals  .... 

2 

— 

— 

9 

4 

15 
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Table  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  recent  years  as 
compared  with  England  and  Wales. 



General  Bfrth  Rate 

Infantile  Mort.  Rate 

Live  Birth  Rate 

Years 

D’ton 

R.G.C. 

Eng  & 
Wales 

D’ton 

R.D.C. 

Eng  & 
Wales 

D’ton 

R.D.C. 

Eng  & 
Wales 

1940  ... 

13.0' 

14.3 

73.77 

55 

15.92 

14.6 

1941  ... 

11.07 

12.9 

76.2 

59 

14.9 

14.2 

1942  ... 

10.06 

11.6 

12.9 

49 

16.32 

14 

1943  ... 

12.07 

12.1 

51.84 

49 

16.75 

16.5 

1944  . . 

12.04 

11.6 

45 

46 

12.26 

17.6 

1945  ... 

13.69 

11.4 

45 

46 

17.39 

16.1 

1946  ... 

12.15 

11.5 

46 

43' 

16.20 

19.1 

1947  ... 

12.09 

12 

41.88 

41 

20.08 

20.5 

1948  ... 

9.47 

10.8 

34.48 

34 

17.35 

17.9 

1949  .... 

9.5 

11.7 

37.6 

32  1 

18.1 

16.7 
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Birth  Rates,  Civilian  Death  Rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality 
and  Maternal  Death  Rates  for  the  year  1949. 


Darlington  1 

England  and 

R.D.C.  1 

Wales 

Births : — 

Rates  per  1,000  population 

Live  

18.1  ! 

16.7 

Still 

0.68 

(,'.30 

Deaths : — 

' 

All  causes 

. 0.5 

11.7 

Typhoid  and  Fara- 

0.00 

Typhoid 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

— 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.49 

0.45 

Influenza 

0.15 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
and  Polio 

0.01 

Encephalitis  ... 

— 

Small  Pox 

— 

■ 0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.29 

0.51 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

i 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 

1 

37.6 

1 32 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  under  2 years 

i 

of  age 

5.. 38 

3.0 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births. 

1 (i.e.  Live  and  Still). 

Maternal  Mortality  : — 

• 

✓ 

Abortion  with  Sepsis 

I 

0.11 

Abortion  without  Sensis 

;|  

0.05 

Puerperal  Infection 

i 

0.11 

Other  Maternal  O'" uses 

1 

0.71 

A dash  ( — ) signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Table  of  cases  after  correction  set  out  in  age  groups  and  comparison  with  table  for  1948. 
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1 1 

1 1 

1 ^ 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

Year 

GO  0> 

03.  0> 

rH  ^ 

00  OJ 

T ^ 

03  OJ 
r-l  IF— 

1948 

1949 

1948 

1949 

1948 

1949 

s_ 

1948 

1949 

1948 

1949 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Diphtheria 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Polio  Myelitis 

70  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  as  against  63  cases  in  1948. 
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Total  number  of  cases 
against  15  for  1948. 

admitted 

to  Hospital 

— 12  as 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Suspected  Confirmed 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  . 4 

4 

Diphtheria  

7 

5 -1  1 

carrier 

Measles  

1 

1 

Laboratory  Work. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. 

Results  for 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Tubercle  Bacillus 

2 

16 

18 

B.  Diphtheria  

2 

10 

12 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 

3 

4 

7 

Coliform  Organisms  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Gonococci  

— 

1 

1 

DIPHTHERIA. 


Return  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1949. 


Number  of  Children  who  had  completed 
a full  course  of  Primary  Immunisation 
in  the  Authorities  Area. 


Number  of  Child- 
ren who  were 
given  a rein- 
forcing injection. 


Age  at  date  of  final  injection.  Total. 


Under  5 


5 - 14 


83 


16 


99 


Diphtheria  Notifications  and  Deaths,  1949. 

I 

There  were  7 notifications  and  no  deaths  during  the  year 
(the  figures  for  last  year  were  2 notifications  and  no  deaths). 

Of  the  7 notifications  of  Diphtheria  5 were  positive,  1 was 
negative  and  1 was  a carrier. 

The  5 positive  cases  and  1 carrier-  were  all  members  of 
the  same  family.  None  had  been  immunised.  After  the 
discovery  of  the  carrier  and  her  removal  to  hospital  no 
further  cases  occurred. 
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Tuberculosis. 

New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1949: — 


Age  Group 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory  | 
male  female  | 

Non-Respira’y 
male  female 

Respiratory 
male  female 

Non-Respira’y 
male  female 

Cinder  1 

1 

1-5 

5-10 

lC-15 

15-20 

20-25 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

__ 



25-35 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

15-55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

^ 

— 

55-65 

65  and  over 

— 

' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

• 4 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

The  total  number  of  new  cases  for  1949  was  6 (all 
pulmonary)  against  a total  of  10  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (7 
pulmonary  and  3 non-pulmonar\')  for  the  year  1948. 


Five  deaths  odcurred  during  1949  (4  pulmonary  and  1 
ncn-pulmonary)  against  1 death  registered  the  year  previous 
(pulmonary). 


Number  of  cases  on  (amended)  register  at  31st  Dec.,  1949. 


Pulmonary 


Male  Female  Total 
13  9 22 


Non  Pulmonary 


Male  Female  Total 
6 4 10 


Food  Poisoning. 

No  notifications  of  Food  Poisoning  were  received  during 
the  year. 

Catarrhal  Jaundice. 

An  outbreak  of  Catarrhal  Jaundice  occurred  at  Hur- 
worth  in  the  summer  of  1949.  It  was  very  difficult  to  get  a 
complete  history  been  use  we  were  not  aware  there  had  been 
?ny  cases  until  the  infection  was  widespread.  Enquiries 
were  also  made  much  more  difficult  because  of  the  very  small 
amount  of  information  on  the  causative  agent  of  Catarrhal 
Jaundice. 
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It  appeared  that  the  outspread  commenced  amongst  the 
child  population.  At  the  time  of  the  investigation  the  pro- 
portion of  children  to  adults  affected  was  slightly  moie 
than  50%. 

The  epidemic  was  not  explosive.  In  households  where 
two  cases  occurred  there  was  an  interval  of  approximately 
14  days. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  47. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section. 

HEALTH  SERVICES  ADMINISTERED  BY  THE  LOCAI. 
HEALTH  AUTHORITY  (DURHAM  COUNTY  COUNCIL) 

IN  YOUR  AREA. 

Residential  Hostel  Accommodation  — The  County 
Council  provide  hostel  accommodation  for  aged,  infirm  and 
hadicapped  persons,  but  the  accommodation  at  present  is 
limited.  Application  for  assistance  should  be  made  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer,  Health  Department,  Shire  Hall, 
Durham,  Telephone  No.  Durham  980,  Extension  275. 

Home  Nursing- — A Home  Nursing  Service  is  provided  by 
the  County  Council,  and  any  requests  for  a district  nurse 
should  be  made  to  the  nurses  in  your  area  or  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  County  Nursing  Association,  30  New  Elvet, 
Durham,  Telephone  No.  Durham  837. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation: — 

(a)  Vaccination  against  smallpox  may  be  obtained 
free  of  charge  on  application  to  any  medical 
practitioner  who  has  agreed  to  give  service 
within  the  National  Health  Service  Scheme. 

(b)  Immunisation  against  diphtheria  may  be  carried 
out  on  application  to  maternity  and  child 
welfare  centres  or  to  any  general  practitioner 
operating  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  free  of  charge. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  — Names  and  address 
of  the  Midwifes  available  can  be  obtained  from  the  child 
welfare  centres  or  medical  practitioners. 

Domestic  Hein  — Domestic  helps  are  provided  bv  the 
County  Council  where  necessary  in  cases  of  sickness,  child- 
birth infirmity  or  other  household  emergencies.  A charge 
for  the  service  is  made  in  accordance  with  income  scales. 
Application  should  be  made  through  the  district  health 
visitors  or  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Health  Department, 
Shire  Hall  Durham,  telephone  No.  Durham  980,  Exten^siou 
260. 
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Health  Visitors  — This  service  is  maintained  by  the 
County  Council  and  the  health  visitor  is  the  connecting  link 
between  the  home  and  the  health  activities  of  the  County 
Council.  Details  of  the  health  visitors  serving  the  area  may 
be  obtained  from  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Shire  Hall, 
Durham,  telephone  No.  Durham  980,  Extension  264. 

Ambulance  Service  — Ambulance  transport  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  nearest  control,  telephone  No. 
Darlington  3333.  Except  in  cases  of  emergency  applications 
should  be  made  by  medical  practitioners,  hospitals,  mid- 
wives, or  dentists.  Ambulances  can  be  booked  in  advance 
on  the  production  of  a certificate  from  a medical  practitioner 
certifying  the  need  for  transport. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  — Care  Com- 
mittees are  in  existence  throughout  the  County  to  assist  sick 
persons  in  any  manner  which  may  seem  advisable,  e.g.,  the 
provision  of  extra  nourishment,  sick  room  requisites,  etc. 
Advice  can  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary,  Health  Depart- 
ment, Shire  Hall,  Durham.  A charge  may  Idc  made  for  this 
service  under  certain  circumstances  according  to  income 
scale. 


Mental  Health  Services  — A comprehensive  scheme  is 
provided  by  the  County  Council.  Details  and  assistance  can 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
Shire  Hall,  Durham,  telephone  No.  Durham  980,  Extension 
32,  or  to  the  Duly  Authorised  Offi;cer,  telephone  No.  Stockton 
66911. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 


Arragements  exist  for  Mothers  and  children  under  5 
years  to  attend  Darlington  Borough  Clinics  where  this  is 
more  convenient.  County  clinics  to  serve  certain  areas  of 
the  Rural  District  are  held  as  shown  in  the  following  table. 
Advice  can  also  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  42  Old  Elvet,  Durham.  Telephone  No. 
Durham  980,  Extension  262. 


Address  of  Centre  Sessions 


Sedgefield. 

Surveyor’s  Office. 

Shildon. 

Friends  Meeting 
House 

Byerley  Road. 

Chilton. 

Red  Cross  Station 


Ante-natal  clinic  — Alternate 

Child  Welfare  Centre  Tuesdays. 

Ante-natal  clinic  — Alternate 

Child  Welfare  Centre  Wednesdays. 


Ante-natal  clinic  — Alternate 

Wednesday 
afternoons,  , 
Child  Welfare  Centre  — Alternate  ^ 

Wednesday 

mornings. 
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Homes  and  Hospitals  — These  are  controlled 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  but  aplications  for  admission 
shouM  be  made  to  the  Medical  Officers  at  the  maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres  shown  in  the  previous  table. 


Accommodation  for  unmarried  Mothers  is  available  at 
Maternity  Homes  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
and  the  Durham  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Association  also 
maintain  homes  for  unmarried  Mothers  and  Babies.  Appli- 
cation for  admission  should  be  made  to  the  Medical  Officers 
at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Homeless  children  can  be  admitted  to  residential 
nurseries  or  cottage  homes  administered  by  the  County 
Council  of  Durham. 

Convalescent  Home  — The  E.  F.  Peile  County  Con- 
valescent Home,  Shotley  Bridge  (Tel.  No.  Shotley  Bridge 
27)  is  controlled  by  the  County  Council  of  Durham  and 
admits  Nursing  Mothers  with  their  Babies  and  Children 
under  five  years  of  age.  Applications  for  admission  should 
be  made  at  the  child  welfare  centres. 

Clinics  and  Welfare  Centres  held  in  the  County  Borough 
of  Darlington  which  are  attended  bj^  Mothers  from  the 
Rural  Di.<^trict. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Corporation  Road  Methodist 
Schoolroom 

Thompson  Street  Methodist 
Schoolroom,  North  Road. 

Albert  Road  Schoolhouse. 

Albert  Road. 

Eastbourne  Nursery  School, 

Belgrave  Street. 

Coniscliffe  Road  Methodist 
Schoolroom,  Coniscliffe 
Road. 

Cockerton  Methodist  School- 
room, The  Green, 

Cockerton. 

Haughton-le-Skerne  Church 
Hall. 

Ante  Natal  Clinics. 

Eastbourne  Nursery  School,  — Thursday  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
Belgrave  Street. 

Albert  Road  Schoolhouse,  — Friday  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m, 
Albert  Road. 


Centres. 

— Monday  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

— Monday  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

— Tuesday  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

— Tuesday  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
Wed.  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

— Thursday  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

— Friday  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

— Friday  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
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Services  administered  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
Tuberculosis  Services. 

Clinics  are  held  at  Greenbank  Maternity  Hospital  as 
follows: — 

MALE.  Wednesday  mornings:  9.30  a.m. — 11  a.m. 

FEMALE.  Friday  mornings:  9.30  a.m. — 11  a.m. 

There  are  In-patient  beds  at  Hundens  Hospital,  Darling- 
ton, available,  but  most  cases  requiring  remedial  sanatorium 
treatment  are  sent  to  Poole  Sanatorium,  or  other  Sanatoria 
in  the  County. 

Venereal  Disease. 

Clinics  are  held  at  Greenbank  Maternity  Hospital  as 
follows: — 

MALE.  Tuesday  morning — 10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Tuesday  evening — 5.30  p.m.  — 7 p.m. 

Thursday  evening— 5.30  p.m.  — 7 p.m. 

Friday  evening — 5.30  p.m.  — 7 p.m. 

FEMALE:  Monday  afternoon — 2 p.m.  — 4 p.m. 

Friday  afternoon — 2 p.m.  — 4 p.m. 

Hospitalisation  of  Infectious  Disease.  — There  are  40 
beds  and  cots  available  for  this  purpose  at  Hundens  Hospital, 
Darlington,  in  Cubicle  Block  accommodation. 

General  Hospital  Accommodation.  — Emergency  work 
and  general  medical  and  surgical  cases  are  provided  for  at 
Darlington  Memorial  Hospital  (210  beds).  Beds  are  avail- 
able for  cases  of  chronic  sick  at  East  Haven,  Darlington 
(Hospital  section)  and  Cambridge  House  (Hospital  section). 
Barnard  Castle. 

Maternity  Services.  — There  are  53  beds  provided  at 
Greenbank  Maternity  Hospital,  Darlington.  Cases  may  be 
sent  to  the  Consultative  Clinics  at  the  Hospital. 

Sanatoria.  — There  are  no  Sanatoria  in  the  Darlington 
Group,  but  all  cases  requiring  treatment  will  be  dealt  with  in 
allocated  beds  as  is  possible,  through  the  Chest  Clinics 
detailed  previously  in  Section  on  Tuberculosis  Services, 


IS 


SECTION  C. 

/ 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES,  WATER  SUPPLY, 
SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Water. 

1.  There  is  a piped  water  supply  to  the  major  part  of 
the  Rural  District  by  public  mains  owned  by  the  following 
statutory  undertakers  : — 

Tees  Valley  Water  Board. 

Durham  County  Water  Board. 

Darlington  Corporation. 

Darlington  Rural  District  Council. 

The  Council  obtains  bulk  supplies  from  the  Tees  Valley 
Water  Board  and  Darlington  Corporation,  water  from  the 
former  authority  being  distributed  through  the  Darlington 
Rural  District  Council  mains  in  the  Parishes  of  Brafferton, 
Coatham  Mundeville,  part  of  Aycliffe  and  Whessoe  and  from 
the  latter  in  part  of  the  parish  of  Barmpton. 

All  these  supplies  are  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and 
quality  except  at  Sadberge  where  the  quantity  of  water 
available  is  rather  limited  owing  to  the  size  of  mains  and  lack 
of  pressure  therein. 

Although  the  Council  do  not  take  regular  samples  except 
'in  special  circumstances  we  are  assured  by  the  three 
suppliers  mentioned  above  that  they  regularly  sample  the 
water. 

In  the  parishes  of  Aycliffe,  Brafferton,  Middleton-St.- 
George  and  Neasham  the  pressure  of  water  and  the  size  of 
mains  are,  I understand,  such  that  it  is  not  practical  to  make 
extensions  which  are  needed  either  in  the  parish  or  to 
adjacent  parishes. 

The  majority  of  the  houses  not  connected  to  the  public 
mains  are  isolated  oremises  and  are  served  by  private 
sources  of  supply  (i.e.  springs  or  wells).  The  village  of  Great 
Stainton  is  supplied  from  a public  well  and  the  hamlet  of 
Low  Dinsdale  is  served  bv  private  wells  and  springs.  The 
parish  of  Walworth  and  the  parish  of  Denton  is  served  by 
private  supplies,  wells  and  springs  the  former  parish  is  not 
entirely  satisfactory  in  respect  of  quantity  and  quality. 
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2.  Samples  of  water  for  chemical  or  bacteriological 
examination  have  been  taken  by  the  Council  as  follows  : — 


No.  Dale  Place 

Supply. 

Season  taken 

Observa  lions. 

1 23/.5/49  Chemical 

Compounds, 

Ayclifft 

Trading 

Estate 

Mains 

Durham 

County 

Water 

Board 

Complaint  from 
Manaiier 

Supply  quite 
wholesome 

2 7/9/49  High  Eaver- 

dale  Farm 

Well 

Owner’s  request 

Unfit  for  human 
consumption 

3 22/9/49  Bishopton 

Mill 

Well 

Proposed  Housing 
alterations 

Rstisfactory  bac- 
teriologically  but 
unsuitable  for  hot 
water  .system  due 
to  excessive  tem- 
porary hardness 

4 12/12/49  The  Beotory 

TjOw  Dinsdale 

Well 

\ 

Proposed 
conversion 
to  Flats 

Supply  quite 
wholesome 

With  regard  to  sample  No.  2 the  owner  is  negotiating  for 
a piped  water  supply  connected  to  the  Darlington  County 
Borough  mains. 

The  following  is  a list  giving  degrees  of  hardness  for 
each  supply-: — 

Durham  County  Water  Board  ...  2.5  to  3.5 

Tees  Valley  Water  Board  2.8  to  9.4 

Darlington  Corporation 3 to  10 — 

(subject  to  variation  due  to  flow  in  river). 

3.  No  waters  in  the  area  are  known  to  have  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 

« 

4.  During  the  Drought  in  the  summer  months  both  the 
Durham  County  Water  Board  and  the  Tees  Valley  Water 
Board  advised  the  consumers  against  the  wastage  of  water; 
also  many  of  the  small  private  supplies  in  the  area  had 
failed  or  were  running  low. 
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Proposed. 

Walworth. 

A scheme  estimated  to  cost  £3,200  providing  for  the 
laying  of  approximately  4.700  yards  of  4”  and  400  yards  of  3” 
water  main  from  Heighington  via  Cross  Lane  and  West  Gate 
to  Walworth  was  aprovpd  by  the  Ministry.  The  Durham 
County  Water  Board  are  to  lay  the  main  on  behalf  of  the 
Council. 

Summerhouse  and  Killerby. 

' The  Council  were  aproached  by  Barnard  Castle  Rural 
District  Council  regarding  a proposal  which,  in  addition  to 
providing  a supply  of  water  to  certain  parts  of  that 
authority’s  area  would  augment  the  wate  supply  to  Summer- 
house and  Killerby.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  proposed 
scheme  is  £20,300.  The  two  Councils  have  agreed  as  to  the 
basis  of  payment  of  the  guarantee  sum  in  this  expenditure. 

I 

Great  Stainton. 

A scheme  estimated  to  cost  £1,216  for  the  laying  of  1,500 
yards  of  3”  main  from  Elstob  Cottage  to  Great  Stainton  was 
approved  by  the  Ministry.  This  scheme  is  to  be  carried  out 
in  conjuction  with  an  aproved  scheme  for  Sedgefield  Rural 
District  for  that  part  of  their  area  immediately  adjacent  to 
Great  Stainton. 

Water  and  Sewage  Act,  1944, 

Negotiations  are  still  being  made  with  the  Tees  Valley 
Water  Board  regarding  schemes  of  water  supply  to  the 
oarishes  of  Neasham,  Sockburn.  Low  Dinsdale  and  to  the 
Low  Middleton  portion  of  Middleton-St.-George. 

! 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal, 

As  indicated  in  previous  reports  the  arrangement  for 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  in  the  major  part  of  the 
district  is  not  entirely  in  accordance  with  modern  standards, 
new  works  or  extensions  being  required  in  the  following 
parishes  : — 

Aycliffe,  Bishopton,  Blackwell.  Brafferton,  Coatham 

Mundevflle.  Transport  Cafe  Area,  Great  Burdon,  Great 

Stainton.  High  Coniscliffe,  Hurworth,  Low  Coniscliffe. 

Merrybent  Estate.  Middleton-St-George,  Neasham. 

Piercebridge,  Sadberge,  Summerhouse  and  Whessoe. 

The  villages  of  Redworth.  Heighington  and  Sadberge 
are  served  by  fairly'  modern  schemes  although  some 
imnrovements  are  required,  particularly  at  Sadberge  where 
Dart  of  the  village  is  still  drained  into  an  old  type  of  septic 
tank.  In  the  remaining  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  district, 
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sewage  is  conveyed  along  with  surface  water  to  septic 
tanks,  some  with  old  type  filters  or  land  irrigation.  Many 
houses  of  pre-war  construction  have  their  own  cesspools, 
where  they  have  been  sited  away  from  sewer  lines,  but  for 
the  past  five  years  we  have  insisted  that  in  place  of  cess-pools 
small  sewage  disposal  works  should  be  constructed. 

Proposals. 

Aycliffe  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme. 

When  dealing  with  the  Sewage  Disposal  from  the 
Council’s  proposed  housing  site  at  Aycliffe  it  was  decided  to 
proceed  with  the  preparation  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  Scheme  for  the  village. 

The  proposed  scheme  is  for  sewering  the  old  village 
of  Aycliffe  to  a Pumping  Station  situated  at  the  east  side  of 
the  Council’s  Housing  Site  and  thence  via  a running  main 
to  an  existing  Sewage  Works  near  the  Aycliffe  Trading 
Estate.  These  Sewage  Works  were  erected  during  the  War 
when  the  North  East  Trading  Estate  was  a Royal  Ordinance 
Factory  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £60,000  the  new  town’s 
sewage  is  to  be  discharged  into  these  works  and  it  is  therefore 
suggested  that  they  be  purchased  by  the  Council. 

The  out-line  scheme  has  been  prepared  and  approved  by 
the  Council  and  the  County  Council  and  forwarded  to  the 
Ministry  for  approval,  the  estimated  cost  being  £12,997. 

Neasham  — Overflow  to  Sewage  Tank  to  Council  Houses. 

Serious  nuisance  has  from  time  to  time  occurred  due  to 
the  failure  of  the  soak-away  dealing  with  the  sewage  from 
the  four  Council  Houses  at  Neasham. 

It  was  decided  to  convert  the  cesspool  into  a septic  tank 
and  carry  an  overflow  sewer  for  a distance  of  166  yards  to 
a new  temporary  soak-away  on  some  waste  ground  near  the 
river.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  is  £770. 

Most  of  the  overflow  sewer  will  eventually  form  part 
of  the  general  sewerage  scheme  for  the  village. 

Hurworth  — Defective  Sewer,  Low  Hail  Bridge. 

Due  to  the  deterioration  of  the  wooden  trough  forming 
the  main  sewer  across  the  bridge  prior  to  its  discharge  into 
the  Sewage  Works  cosiderable  leakage  is  causing  pollution 
of  the  River  Tees.  A new  12  inch  diameter  steel  tube  sewer 
was  proposed  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £1,081.  It  it  hoped 
that  this  work  will  be  commenced  early  next  year. 
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Improvements. 

Archdeacon  Newton. 

The  scheme  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  in 
connection  with  the  above  hamlet  was  carried  out  by  the 
by  the  Owners  of  the  property  concerned,  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners.  The  sewers  and  works  are  to  be  taken  over 
by  the  Council  for  maintenance  purposes. 

Maintenance  of  Council  Sewage  Works. 

The  Council  carry  out  the  maintenance,  repair  and 
cleansing  of  all  sewers,  and  sewage  disposal  WQrks  in  the 
district.  The  tanks  at  the  sewage  works  are  emptied  periodi- 
cally, filters  attended  to  regularly  and  a careful  check  kept 
on  the  type  of  effluent  discharged  from  the  works.  The 
ditches  in  which  the  effluent  is  discharged  are  cleansed  and 
trimmed  once  a year. 

< 

Sewers  are  flushed  and  scraped  as  necessary  and  man- 
holes examined. 

I 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  the  maintenance,  repair 
and  emptying  of  certain  cesspools  at  Piercebridge,  Whessoe, 
Middleton-St.-George,  Aycliffe,  Beacon  Hill,  Sadberge  and 
Great  Burdon. 

All  this  work  is  done  by  direct  labour,  the  Council 
employing  five  men  for  the  purpose.  The  cost  of  this 
s^vice  for  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1950  was 
£3,727  which  represents  approximately  lid.  rate. 

Rivers  and  Streams  (River  Pollution  Prevention  Act). 

Tees. 

The  County  Medical  Officer’s  quarterly  reports  indicate 
that  routine  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  and 
although  there  appears  to  be  a slight  sewage  pollution  no 
serious  complaint  is  made  with  regard  to  this  Rural  District. 

Skeme. 

Early  in  the  year  pollution  of  this  river  was  caused  due 
to  the  settling  tanks  at  Barmpton  Sand  and  Gravel  Quarries 
being  full,  but  this  was  corrected.  Later,  the  machinery  for 
cleaning  out  these  tanks  broke  down  and  pollution  was  again 
observed.  An  alternative  arrangement  whereby  the  effluent 
was  discharged  into  an  unused  part  of  the  quarry  gave 
excellent  results  and  no  further  pollution  occurred. 

Samples  taken  at  Great  Burdon  Bridge  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  showed  considerable  improvement. 


I 
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Demons  Beck. 


Pollution  was  observed  due  to  paint  and  distemoer 

waste  from  a factory  on  the  Ayclifte  Trading  Es  ate  and 
prete^ttof  foncerned  to 


Public  Scavenging. 


nf  scavenging  is  carried  out  throughout  the  whole 

whiph  ^ isolated  farms  and  premises 

f own  arrangements.  The  following  shows 

of  cSSction^^^  vehicles  serve  and  the  frequency 


1.  Bedford  Vehicle  No.  1.  (first  registered  3rd  Novem- 
ber , 1946).  Operated  by  Driver  and  two  men  in  the 
parishes  of  Bishopton,  Great  Stainton,  Little 
btamton,  Great  Burden,  Barmpton,  Whessoe, 
Coatham  Mundeville,  Brafferton,  Aycliffe,  Newton 
Aycliffe. 

Collection  Once  every  two  weeks  (approx). 

2.  Bedford  Vehicle  No.  2.  ( first  registered  1st  Septem- 
ber, 1948).  Operated  by  Driver  and  two  men  in  the 
parishes  of  Low  Coniscliffe,  High  Coniscliffe,  Pierce- 
brfdge.  Summerhouse,  Killerby,  Denton,  Walworth, 
Houghton-le-side,  Heighington. 

Collection— Once  every  two  weeks  (approx). 


3.  Bedford  Vehicle  No.  3.  (first?  registered  15  December, 

1948) .  Operated  by  Driver  and  two  men  in  the 
parishes  of  Middleton-St-George,  Morton  Palms, 
part  of  Low  Dinsdale  and  Sadberge. 

Collection—  Once  every  two  weeks  (approx). 

4. '  Bedford  Vehicle  No.  4.  (first  registered  22nd  April, 

1949) .  Operated  by  a Driver  and  three  men  in  the 
parishes  of  Hurworth,  Neasham,  part  of  Low  Dins- 
dale, Sockbum  and  Blackwell. 

Collection — Once  every  two  weeks  (approx). 

This  vehicle  is  also  utilised  by  Croft  Rural  District 
Council  for  the  collection  of  refuse  in  ,the  parish  of  Croft 
once  a month. 


The  cost  of  the  service  for  the  financial  year  ending  31st 
March,  1950  was  £5,845  8s.  Od.  which  represents  a Is.  5d.  rate. 
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During  the  year  it  was  decided  to  establish  a new 
scavenging  depot  at  the  northern  end  of  the  district.  For 
this  purpose  certain  dis-used  premises  on  the  Aycliffe 
Trading  Estate  were  taken  over  and  converted  into  a garage 
the  idea  being  for  the  two  vehicles  at  the  northern  end  of 
the  district  to  operate  fiom  this  depot  leaving  the  Middleton- 
St-George  Scavenging  depot  for  the  use  of  the  vehicles 
scavenging  the  southern  part  of  the  Council’s  area. 


The  refuse  is  separated  by  the  householder  and  collected 
separately.  Tins,  bones,  textiles  and  paper  are  salvaged. 
The  majority  of  the  other  refuse,  apart  from  glass,  is  tipped 
on  various  farmlands  throughout  the  district  and  used  as  a 
fertilizer.  The  glass  and  other  matters  are  disposed  of  on 
one  of  the  Council’s  tips.  The  Council  have  - tips  at 
Hqighington,  Neasham,  Piercebridge,  Blackwell  and 
Whessoe. 

i 

A Ford  10  cwt  van  is  available  for  the  use  of  the 
Sanitary  and  Scavenging  foreman,  to  cary  out  miscellaneous 
duties. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

The  Council  do  not  empty  private  cessoools  in  their 
area. 


Public  Conveniences. 

Consideration  has  been  given  to  the  erectioii  or  Public- 
Conveniences  at  Heighington,  Middleton-St-George  ,Hur- 
worth  and  Aycliffe.  Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced* 
in  the  selection  of  sites,  particularly  at  Middleton-St-George 
and  Hurworth.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  with 
the  proposal  for  Heighington  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  plans 
and  specification  ready  during  the  coming  year. 

Closet  Accommodation, 

During  the  year  8 ctsh  closets  and  7 privy  middens  were 
converted  into  water  closets  under  Section  47  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  The  owners  of  the  property  concerned 
received  a grant  of  half  of  the  cost,  the  maxj’Yium  or^-r* 
paid  being  £12  10s.  Od.  for  each  conversioE- 

During  the  year  the  Council  paid  £187  10s.  Od.  in  grams 
as  against  £274  10s.  Od.  the  previous  year,  when  5 ash  closets 
and  17  privy  middens  were  converted  into  water  closets. 
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\ 

Salvage. 


The  scheme  for 
during  the  year  and 
sold: — 


recoverable  materials  was  continued 
the  following  have  been  salvaged  and 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qts. 

Price. 

Waste  Paper 

16 

4 

3 

98 

14 

5 

Textiles 

2 

10 

0 

19 

9 

8 

Totals 

...  . 18 

14 

3 

118 

4 

1 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in  disposing  of 
salvage  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  the  Council 
decided  to  terminate  the  regular  collections. 

Sanitary  Inspection. 


Summary  of  In.spcntions  and  Ro- 
inspection.s  under  the  Pulilie 
Health  Acts. 

No.  of 
\'isit.s. 

No.  of 
informal 
notices 
served. 

No.  of 
informal 
notices 
remedied. 

Water  Supplies  

19 

Housing  Inspections 

41 

22 

17 

Ash  Pits  and  Privy 

1 

1 

1 

Water  Closets 

15 

Drainage  

85 

7 

7 

Dangerous  Buildings 

2 

Moveable  Dwellings 

12 

Animal  Nuisances 

2 

Other  Nuisances 

5 

2 

2 

Totals 

132 

32 

27 

No.  of  Gcmeral  Inspections  and  Visits. 

Cowsheds 

Dairies  ...  

Sewage  

Water  Supplies 

Foundations 

Buildings  in  Course  of  Erection 
Drains  Inspected  and  tested  ... 

Completed  Properties 

Council  houses — repairs,  etc.  ... 

Food  Inspection  

Miscellaneous  (Building  Licences  etc.) 
Infectious  Diseases  ... 


56 

57 
159 

13 

35 

81 

120 

21 

125 

115 

153 

26 


Total  ...  960 


36 


Disinfestation. 

Disinfestation  was  carried  out  in  three  verminous 
dwelling  houses  during  the  year,  and  one  school  was 
fumigated  against  an  infestation  of  flies. 


Schools. 

Blackwell  School.  • 

The  whole  of  the  work  of  converting  the  sanitary 
arrangements  to  water  carriage  system  was  completed 
during  the  year. 


Sadberge  School. 

This  school  was  taken  over  by  the  County  Council  early 
in  the  year,  ahd  consequently,  the  County  Architect’c  atten- 
tion was  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  sanitary  arrangements. 
Plans  for  the  conversion  to  water  carriage  system  were  pre- 
pared by  the  County  Architect  in  September  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  work  will  be  carried  out  early  in  1950. 


Aycliffe  Diamond  Jubilee  School. 

The  County  Architect  was  reminded  of  the  unsatisfac- 
tory sanitary  arrangements  at  the  above  school  but  owing 
to  an  impending  re-organisation  of  the  school  it  has  been 
impossible  to  deal  with  the  necessary  improvements.  It  is 
hoped,  however,  that  plans  will  be  prepared  and  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  next  year. 


Aycliffe  C.  of  E.  School. 

The  attention  of  the  Managers  of  the  above  school  -v — 
drawn  to  the  unstisfactory  sanitary  arrangements  and 
certain  improvements  were  suggested.  Owing  to  the 
possibilty  of  this  school  being  closed,  however,  considera- 
tion of  the  proposals  was  deferred. 


Neasham. 

A list  of  suggested  improvements  to  the  sanitary 
arrangements  at  the  above  school  was  forwarded  to  the 
County  Architect . but  owing  to  serious  difficulties  in 
arranging  for  disposal  of  the  sewage  it  was  found  impossible 
to  proceed  with  conversion  to  water  carriage  system. 


SECTION  D. 

housing. 

1.  G«ineral  Information. 

New  Dwellings  by  Private  Enterprise. 

of  Licenses  for  the  erection  of  16  houses  at  a cost 

during  the 

h f total  number  of  Building  Licenses  issued 

to  date  for  41  houses  at  a total  cost  of  £54,175. 

Erection  of  New  Houses. 

14  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  during 
34 

co<!t  Of ‘ffi  erection  of  3 houses  at  a total 

cost  of  £6,240  were  also  issued  by  other  Licensing  Depart- 

3 total  of  13  houses  since  1945, 
of  theser  10  houses  have  been  completed  to  date. 

Civil  Building  Licences. 

The  Council  as  Licensing  Authority  issued  29  licenses 
in  connection  with  housing  repairs  etc.  amounting  to  £7,063 

Conversion  and  Adaptations. 

o j?i  ®^tlding  Licence  for  the  conversion  of  a house  into 
2 flats  at  a cost  of  £835  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Council  Houses. 

During  the  year  a total  of  52  houses  were  completed  and 
occupied,  compared  with  53  during  1948,  making  a total  of 

of  the  traditional  brick 


Parish 

Situation 

Tv])e  of 
house 

1 

No. 

erected 

Aycliffe  

Atkinson  Gardens  

Airey 

6 

AyclifiFe  

Atkinson  Gardens  

Trad,  brick 

12 

Middleton-St-George 

Thorntree  Gardens 

» » 

21 

Sadberpe  ... 

Norton  Crescent 

* M 

9 

Walworth  ... 

Council  Houses  

4 

Total  ...j 

62 

George. 


0 tt  nouses  as  follows: — 

1 Houses  at  Summerhouse. 

29  ,,  ,,  Middle, ton-St-George 

12  „ „ Hurworth-on-Tees. 

® ” ” Heighington. 

Work  was  commenced  on  the  29  houses  at  Middleton-St- 
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Applications  for  Council  Houses, 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  a housing  questionnairre  was  forwarded 
to  each  applicant,  and  from  the  information  received  the 
following  table  was  compiled  to  show  the  housing  need  of 
the  district,  in  February,  1949. 


Applicants  Residing  in  the  Rural  Area.  Agricultural  Workers 

No.  with  No.  without  No.  with  No.  withoiu 


Village  where 

home  of 

home  of 

home  of 

home  of 

hou.se  i.s  required 

their  own 

their  own 

their  own 

their  own 

Anywhere  in  the  district 

9 

11 

2 

— 

Aycliffe  

34 

34 

1 



Aycliff e or  Sadberge 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Aycliffe  or  Heighington 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Aycliffe  or  Brafferton  ... 

— 

1 

— 



Bishopton  

6 

1 

2 

— 

Heighington  

21 

17 

2 

— 

Heighington  or  Redworth 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Hurworth  

18 

17 

2 

1 

Hurworth  or  Neasham  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Hurworth  or  Middleton 

3 

1 



Hurworth,  Neasham 
Middleton  or  Sadberge 

1 

3 

Killerby  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Low  Coniscliffe 

2 

1 

1 

— 

High  Coniscliffe 

2 

7 

— 

3 

Middleton  

26 

54 

2 

— 

Middleton  or  Sadberge 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Neasham  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Piercebridge 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Redworth  

3 

— 

— 

— 

Sadberge  . . . ' 

17 

19 

8 

2 

Totals  

154 

173 

22 

8 

Applicants  residing  outside  the  Rural  District. 

Anywhere  in  the  district 

6 

13 

— 

— 

Aycliffe  

7 

11 

— 

1 

Aycliffe  or  Heighington 

2 

3 

— 

— 

Aycliffe  or  Brafferton 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Bishopton  

1 

— 

1 

— 

Heighington  

2 

2 

— 

— 

Hurworth  

7 

5 

1 

— 

Hurworth,  Neasham, 
Middleton  or  Sadberge 

1 

— 

Low  Coniscliffe 

1 

1 

1 

— 

High  Coniscliffe 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Middleton  

5 

12 

1 

1 

Neasham  

— 

1 

— 

— 

Redworth  

— 

1 

— 

1 

Sadberge  

5 

11 

1 

1 

Totals  

37 

64 

5 

4 

(Note;  All  Agricultural  Workers  are  included  in  the  first 
two  columns). 
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Plans  under  the  Council’s  Building'  Byelaws. 

The  following  is  a list  of  plans  submitted  under  the 
Byelaws  during  the  year  : — 

^ . Approved  Disapproved 

1.  New  houses,  bungalows,  and  shops  19  — 


2.  Garages  Sheds,  etc 27 

3.  Alterations,  additions  and  conver- 

sions (housing)  33 

4.  Agricultural  buildings  29 

5.  Drainage  21 

6.  Factories  26 

7.  Roads  and  Sewers  ...  • ...  ...  3 


Totals  ...  158 


2 Inspections  under  Housing  Acts. 


(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

in  detail  32 

(b)  Number  of  visits  made  for  the  purpose  34 
Catergory  of  Houses  Inspected 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  fit  in  all  respects  ...  9 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  requiring  minor  repairs  — 

No.  o dwelling  houses  requiring  structural 

alterations  or  repairs  ...  ...  ...  18 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for 

human  habitation  5 

3.  Unfit  Houses. 

After  consideration  of  an  official  representation  made 
with  respect  to  8 houses  ot  Aycliffe  in  January,  notices  were 
served  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act  1936,  and  on  the 
7th  February,  Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  7 of  these 
properties,  and  an  undertaking  was  given  in  respect  of  the 
other  not  to  use  it  for  human  habitation. 
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SECTION  .E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Every  effort  was  made  to  keep  a high  standard  for 
the  production  and  handling  of  milk.  Every  new  application 
and  every  application  for  a Special  Designation  licence 
was  dealt  with  by  one  or  more  visits,  in  co-operation  with 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  County  Council  Represen- 
tatives respectively,  when  advice  was  given  to  the  aplicants 
with  regard  to  alterations  of  buildings,  new  buildings,  and 
the  corect  methods  of  providing  clean  milk. 


On  the  1st  October,  however,  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  of  1949  came  into  operation,  and  the  responsi- 
bility for  registration  of  all  Dairy  Farms  and  Dairy  Farmers 
was  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
whilst  the  registration  of  Milk  Distributors  and  other  Dairy 
Premises  remains  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Authority. 
Under  Part  Vlt  of  the  Regulations,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Local  Authority  is  empowered  to  act  to 
prevent  infection  of  milk  in  all  premises  whether 
registered  by  the  Local  Authority  or  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  (i.e.  the  County  Conucil) 
are  responsible  for  the  licensing  of  premises  used  for 
pasteurising  or  sterilising  milk. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

During  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  a survey  of  all  food 
premises  in  the  area  was  carried  out  and  the  following 
schedule  drawn  up; — 

Public  houses, 

hotels,  inns  Butchei’s  Fish  Oen. 
Clubs,  etc.  Cafes  Shops  Shops  Deal. 


a.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects  12 

b.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects 

except  for  sanitary 
accomodation  3 

c.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects 

except  for  washing  facilities  7 — 

d.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects 
except  for  lighting  and 

ventilation  — — 

e.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects 
except  for  decoration  and 
minor  repairs 

f.  Unsatisfactory  (Under  more 
than  one  of  the 

above  headings)  16 


8 


Totals 


38 


28 


— 5 


39 
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Condemnation  of  Food. 


Ko  foodstuffs  were  examined  and  found  to 

be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


— 16  oz.  tins  Carnation  Milk. 

2.  39  lbs.  Bacon  (Cottagers  Pig). 

3.  21  lbs.  Australian  Sultanas. 

4.  25  lbs.  Dried  Apricots. 

5.  60  lbs  Shoulder  Steak  (minced). 

6.  16  lbs.  Dutch  Brawn. 

7.  4 lbs.  13ozs.  Margarine. 

8.  31bs.  4ozs.  Butter. 

9.  14  lbs.  Dried  Peaches. 


% 


(As  items  2 and  5 were  above  the  minimum  quantity 
as  defined  by  the  Salvaged  Goods  Order,  1948,  the  Ministry 
of  Food  were  consulted  as  to  the  disposal  of  this  food). 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  14. 

Preparation  or  Manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted 
pressed,  pickled  or  preseryed  food  intended  for  sale. 

During  the  year  two  applications  were  received  for 
registration  of  premises  for  the  above  purpose  The 
premises  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  suitable  and  duly 
registered. 


Ice  Cream. 

Nine  applications  were  received  for  registration  of 
premises  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  The  premises 
were  inspected,  found  to  be  suitable  and  were  registered. 


Slaughter  Houses  — Slaughtering. 

The  Government  scheme  of  Centralised  Slaughter- 
houses was  continued  during  the  year  and  all  slaughtering 
tor  the  area  was  caried  out  at  the  Park  Lane  Slaughterhouse 
in  Darlington. 

The  six  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  were  used  occasion- 
ally for  the  slaughter  of  “ Cottagers’  Pigs.” 

1 new  and  17  renewal  licenses  to  slaughter  animals  were 
granted  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  F. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1937  and  1948. 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


N um  ber  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occu.’s 

Prose- 

cuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

42 

47 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Author- 
ity   

77 

35 

1 

Nil. 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’ premises 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Totals 

119 

82 

1 

Nil. 
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2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three 
or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned 
as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”). 


Number  of  cases  in  which  I No.  of 

defects  were  found cases  in 


Found 

(3) 

Reme- 

died 

(4) 

Refei 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

(5) 

•red 

Bj-  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(6) 

which 

proseou- 

were 

instit’d 

(7) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (S.3)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 



— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  

_ 

■ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  Outwork 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

There  is  one  outworker  in  the  district  making  wearing 
apparel  and  there  have  been  no  notices  served  on  him. 
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SECTION  G. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Test  baiting  of  Council  Sewers  and  Refuse  Tips  followed 
by  two  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  in  accor- 
dance with  the  Ministry’s  directions. 

Complaints  from  private  dwellings  were  investigated 
and  the  necessary  instructions  given.  All  complaints  from 
business  premises  were  dealt  with  and  the  expenditure 
incurred  recovered  from  the  Owners. 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Act,  1928-36. 

5 new  and  43  renewal  of  application  for  licences  to 
keep  petroleu^  spirit  were  received  during  the  year  and  all 
licences  weje  Ranted. 

Byelaws  in  Force  in  District. 


New  Streets 
Building  Byelaws 
Slaughter  Houses 


Date  of  Operation. 
9th  May,  1938 

9th  May,  1938 

1st  June,  1938 
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